
ancestors.  

Given this, it is somewhat dis-
concerting to hear such things 
like “You stole the money”, 

“Why don’t you fix this place 
up?” and the like.   

Remember, we are NOT peo-
ple hired off the street, we are 
people doing our best with 

little or no help or money trying 
to prevent the cemetery from 
being taken over by the State 

of NY as “Abandoned”.  Why 
not?  Because if they do, they 
put a fence around and NO 
ONE gets in again.  There are a 

number of cemeteries like that 
on Staten Island. 
 

OUR INITIAL NEWSLETTER 

AND WE HAVE LOTS TO 

SHARE! 

· From a brief introduction 

to our history 

· To who’s driving the 

“Hearse” 

· To what projects we are 

trying to accomplish 

· To what we want to do 

moving forward 

· To asking what our 

plotholders want 

· To asking our plotholders 

for help 

We want to keep everyone 
informed of what we are doing. 

We want to do and we want to 

both tell you and find out from 
you how you can help!   

Until now, the majority of work 
in the past decade or so has 

been by our family plotholders.  
These VOLUNTEERS have con-

tributed their time, money and 
physical effort for nothing 
more than the satisfaction of 

knowing they’ve honored their 

· Mike Fazio, who owns the 

new property on the cor-
ner, and his Foreman 

Keith who keep an eye 
out and have helped in 
lots of other ways. 

· Lewis Polishook, NYS 

Division of Cemeteries 
who has held our hand 
and found the way for us 

to finally move forward 

· Scott Caddell, who has 

done a tremendous job 
removing trees, leveling 

the roads, and helping 
other ways 

· Our landscaper, Bill Gray 

who has been cutting the 

grass in front Pro Bono for 

several years. 

· Green Goats and our 

“Goat Team”   

http://www.green-goats.com 

One of the Goats soon after arrival 
You’ll have to read inside for more 

W e l c o m e !  

A B O U T  W O O D -
L A N D  

· Established in 1854  

· About ten acres  

· Vanderbilt relatives 
buried here 

· Many Veterans buried 
here, including some 
from the Civil War 

· Still accepting burials, 
not Abandoned. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Driving the Hearse 
(Who’s Who) 

2 

Where we stood 2 

Where we are now 2 

Where we’re going 3 

Goats! 4 

Cleanup 5 

What’s on your mind? 6 

O u r  T h a n k s  g o  o u t  t o :  

W O O D L A N D  C E M E T E R Y  O F  S T A T E N  I S L A N D  
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For the last 10 years, the 
Trustees of Woodland Ceme-
tery have been working with 

the Division of Cemeteries to 
create a restoration plan and 
revive this historic Ceme-

tery.  In 2019, new officers 
were elected.  
 

Holly Burke John Grieme 

to ensure they couldn’t fall 
from the front wall, which is 
at least a 15 foot drop. 

Remove invasive trees and 

scatter the chips to keep new 
growth down. 

Install concrete foundation 
rows so headstones can be 
installed properly. 

Our accounts are verified by 
our accountant every year.  
After unsuccessful attempts 

to get volunteer help, we 
began to slowly hire outside 
help to do things identified as 

critical and essential. 

We installed fencing to keep 

people out after closing and 

Hire Goats to remove the 
weeds and vines,. 

Replace the existing Website 
and Email systems to com-

municate better.. 

We have sold 4 plots already 
this year and people have 
expressed interest for  at 
least 3 more.  In Past years, 

1 was the norm. 

· Vandalism was starting 

to take a toll in terms of 
headstones being 

knocked down and trash 
being strewn around 

· Plotholders had no way 

to contact the Cemetery 

· Repeated breakins 

forced the boarding up of 
the Caretakers house 

· Board members and 

plotholders were mowing 
the grass and trimming 

the hedges along Victory 
Blvd using their personal 
equipment and gas, etc. 

· The number of burials 

slowed to 1 or 2 per year 

· People coming to burials 

were complaining on 
social media about how 
awful it was  

About 10 years ago, a 
group came together in-

tending to fix some of the 

problems at Woodland.  
What they found was: 

 

· The amounts in bank 

accounts and records 
were unclear. 

· Normal maintenance 

was not being done 

Recent view of front area 

Driving the Hearse (Who’s Who) 

W h e r e  w e  a r e  n o w  

P a g e  2  

W h e r e  w e  s t o o d  

Before the Goats came 

W o o d l a n d  T i m e s  

Wayne Miller 



The board has been searching for a 
way to clean the cemetery of the over-
growth that has taken over.  Spraying 

weed killer would be expensive, and 
would require coordination with gov-
ernment agencies as well as neigh-

bors concerned about the chemicals 
and possible erosion.  Also, we are 
home to families of Deer, Turkeys and 
other animals who we want to protect 

from the weed killer.  Having people 
use Weed Whackers is incredibly ex-
pensive and will only last a few weeks. 

Our goats have previously done this 
work for the US Park Service as well 
as other cemeteries including the He-

brew Cemetery right next door on Vic-
tory.  Just a few weeks into the project, 
we noticed marked improvement in 

several areas.    The Goats went home 
for the season.  (There’s not enough 
for them to eat here in Winter) and we 
will decide this Winter if we should 

bring them back in 2021. 

 

tails such as: 

· Where the work is 

· How big a job it is 

· What you think it would 

cost  

· What it would need in 

terms of manpower and 

funds. 

· Where the funds could 

We always want to hear helpful ide-
as.   

We also are always looking for help, 
both physically and financially. 

If after reading this newsletter, you 

have an idea please let us know by 
emailing  
Information@WoodlandCemetery.net 

If there’s something you’d like to see 
done, let us know and provide de-

come from if the ceme-
tery can’t afford it. 

And make sure to sign up for 
our Newsletter.   

trimming the front of the cem-
etery  for several years pro 
bono.  After a full days work, 

he drives his equipment here 
and does our work.   Our 
thanks go to him. 

 

A major part of the cemetery 
has been closed off so the 

goats can do their job safely.  
We understand this is incon-

venient, but there’s really no  
cost-effective, safe way to do it 
otherwise.   

The good part is, a lot of peo-

ple who haven’t been able to 
get close to their family graves 
in decades will be able to now. 

We are looking for ways to 
improve conditions, feel free to 

contact us with any ideas you 
may have. 

Our arborist Scott Cadell has 
been responsible for a lot of 
projects that have opened up 

the cemetery.  He has been 
removing a lot of dead and 
invasive trees and chipping 

them.  He scraped the roads to 
remove the ruts and then 
backfilled them with millings.   

Bill Gray, our landscaper has 
been mowing the grass and 

T h e  G o a t s  

W h a t ’ s  o n  y o u r  m i n d  

C l e a n u p  

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

“there’s really no 
cost-effective, safe 
way to do it 
otherwise.” 

Our old 
sign 

 

Hollys picture of a smiling goat. 



Genealogy info, check the property for 
problems, meet with the Board of Trus-
tees several times a year, schedule 

and attend plot holder meetings (that 
no one but us attends but are required 
by NYS law), check the mailbox, find 

contractors for what we need done, 
call them, meet them onsite  and go 
over the contracts, make sure they do 

the job correctly, pay them, make sure 

all the forms are filled out, the bank 
accounts are balanced, coordinate 
with  the accountant, find a goat 

herder to come to our cemetery, get 
the contracts coordinated, pay them, 
go daily to make sure the Goats are 
healthy and safe and change their 

water daily over the course of 

The progress made with the minimal 
amount of money spent has been  
astounding!  A lot of it is due to the 

generosity of people donating money, 
a lot of their time, physical effort, and 
sometimes, asking their friends for 

favors.  

The four of us—Holly, Wayne, Diane  

and John.   

The three of us are in touch by email, 
text, phone or in person almost every 
day.  Literally hours every week.   

We show up for burials, speak to Fu-

neral Directors to coordinate things 
with them, as well as the grave dig-
gers, maintenance workers, and take 
the time to answer your requests for 

months… 

And, there’s a lot more than that. 

And, don’t forget, none of us gets a 
penny.  That’s a lot of donated time, 
which we do willingly and freely, but it 

is discouraging to hear people com-
ment how we “Stole” money. 

982 Victory Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY 10301 

Information@WoodlandCemetery.net 
 

Holly Burke, JD,  President 

John Grieme, Vice President 

Wayne Miller, Treasurer 

Diane DelPriore, Board Member 

John Felbinger, Cemetery Historian 
 

W O O D L A N D  
C E M E T E R Y  O F  
S T A T E N  I S L A N D  

a  d e s e r v e d  b o w  g o e s  t o  

Since 1854 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WOODLAND CEMETERY.NET 

We’re getting estimates to replace the fence, if 
you know someone who can do it cheaply, let us 

know.  Hit and Run. 

Woodland Cemetery Staten 
Island 

We have recently added online payment for donations via credit cards using PayPal.  Just log into your PayPal ac-
count and send your donation to donations@woodlandcemetery.net 


